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Executive Summary

On January 11, 2002 President Bush signed the Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitdiza
tion Act into law (Public Law 107-118). The President and the U.S. Congress recognized in this new law
the importance of federd partnerships in achieving the mutual gods of environmenta protection and eco-
nomic revitdization. Today, the U.S. Environmentd Protection Agency (EPA) and its partnering agencies
under the Bush Adminidtration confirm their commitment to work together by releasing the Brownfields
Federal Partnership Action Agenda. The Brownfields Federal Partnership Action Agenda represents
the focused efforts of over twenty federal agencies, making over one hundred commitments to work to-
gether in atimey manner to help communities more effectively prevent, assess, safely clean up, and
sugtainably reuse brownfields.

The Action Agenda is acompilation of commitments that range anywhere from making funding and techni-
cd assgtance to brownfields communities a budget priority, to changing policies to facilitate brownfieds
redevel opment, to launching a concerted effort to share program information with respective stakeholders,
such aslinking web Stes. Highlights of these commitments include:

. EPA’s commitment to provide potentialy $850 million over the next five years to states, tribes,
counties, municipdities, and non-profit organizations through brownfields assessment, cleanup,
revolving loan fund, job training, and Sateftriba grants;

. Commitments by the U.S. Economic Development Adminigiration, U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development, U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Department of Justice, and U.S.
Department of Labor to offer funding priority to brownfields communities through their respective
grant mechanisms,

. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminigtration’s commitment to lead an interagency
“Portfidds’ project that will focus on the redevelopment and reuse of brownfields in and around
ports, harbors, and marine transportation hubs,

. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers commitment to announce eight new pilots under its“Urban
RiversInitiative’ to address restoration in and around urban rivers.

The Action Agenda is based on the principle that the federal government can most effectively help commu-
nities assess, clean up, and redevelop brownfields by linking our diverse programs in close partnership. For
more information on this Brownfields Federal Partnership Action Agenda, plesse contact Tony Raia of
EPA’s Office of Brownfieds Cleanup and Redevel opment at 202-566-2758 (raia.anthony @epa.gov)
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Brownfields Federal Partnership

“ The Brownfields Revitalization Act is a sensible piece of legislation, one that emphasizes the need
for environmental stewardship all across the country....Environmental protection and economic
growth can go on together.”

— Presdent George W. Bush, remarks before
sgning the Smdl Business Lighility Rdief and
Brownfields Revitdization Act, January 11, 2002

Introduction

Communities today face multiple chalenges, including environmenta degradation, unemployment, deterio-
rating infrastructure and housing, and crime. Previous centers of economic growth have been lost to urban
gorawl and the lack of a skilled labor pool. At the center of these issues are brownfields, which are defined
in the newly enacted Smal Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitdization Act as“red property, the
expanson, redevelopment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or potentia presence of
a hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.” The cleanup and reuse of these properties represents
one of the most complex issues facing urban and rura communitiestoday. Many brownfields properties
were once thriving factories or industrial centers—sources of economic vitdity, jobs, and community pride.
Now however, these neighborhood properties are sources of potentia health hazards and indicators of
urban blight. With hundreds of thousands of brownfields in this country, nearly every community in the
nation is affected.

The Brownfields Federal Partnership Action Agenda is based on the principle that we can most effec-
tively help communities assess, clean up, and redevelop brownfields by linking diverse federd programsin
close partnership. Continuing to link federal environmental protection, economic development, infrastruc-
ture, and community revitdization programs makes sense; thisis the way government should work at the
federa, date, and loca levels. The Brownfields Federa Partnership seeksto protect public heath and the
environment, strengthen the private marketplace, and support community revitalization.

Background

Both gtate and locd governments have had a longstanding role in dealing with the cleanup and reuse of
contaminated properties. The U.S. Conference of Mayors—an organization of mayors representing over
1,000 of our cities—identified brownfields as the number one environmentd issue in the nation. Even before
the term “brownfields’ became widespread, afew states had devel oped voluntary cleanup programsto
address cleanup and oversight of these properties. Now, al fifty states and severd tribes have voluntary
cleanup or brownfields programs.

Awareness of brownfields and related issues has risen during the last decade. Public and private entities
have recognized that the cleanup and sustainable reuse of brownfields can produce environmenta, public
hedlth, and economic gains. Following the strong suggestions of awide range of stakeholders, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) established an Interagency Working Group on brownfiddsin July
1996, including more than twenty federd departments and agencies. The Working Group began drafting a




Background (Contd.)

nationd plan that would guide future brownfields initiatives. The result of this effort was the first Brownfields
Action Agenda that was announced in 1997. The origind Action Agenda incorporated participant commit-
ments to increase coordination amnong Brownfid ds stakeholders and to promote brownfiel ds redevel op-
ment. The Action Agenda was updated in 1999 to reflect the growing list of commitments pledged by
federa partners and to highlight the successes that were achieved during the first two years of the partner-
ship. In 1999, the U.S. Generd Accounting Office (GAO) reported that, through the Federd Partnership,
more than $400 million was provided to communities to help clean up and reuse brownfields.

The New Action Agenda

On January 11, 2002, President Bush signed the Smal Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitdiza:
tion Act (Public Law 107-118). Thishill passed the Senate unanimoudy, representing broad bipartisan
support. Spurred on by the Bush Adminigtration’s commitment to brownfields and the new brownfields law,
EPA and its partnering agencies have renewed their commitment to work together in atimey manner to
prevent, assess, safely clean up, and sustainably reuse brownfields. The result isthe new Brownfields
Federal Partnership Action Agenda, which focuses the efforts of over twenty federa agenciesin support
of brownfields redevelopment in communities throughout the United States.

Communities with brownfields often face economic and socia concerns, such as unemployment, substan-
dard housing, outdated or faulty public infrastructure, crime, and a poorly skilled local workforce. Although
federal and state programs may be in place to address local issues, too often the programs operate in
isolation. The collaboration of the diverse expertise and experience of each agency will help make al
relevant federa programs work more productively for the people and communities effected by the presence
of brownfidds.

This Action Agenda isacompilaion of commitments, new initiatives, events, and activities that the partici-
pating federa agencies will undertake in partnership to help communities ded with brownfields and associ-
ated problems. Action Agenda commitments range from making funding and technica assstance to
brownfields communities a budget priority, to changing paliciesto facilitate brownfields redevel opment, to
launching a concerted effort to share program information with respective stakeholders, such as linking web
gtes.

EPA will continue to leed this effort by tracking the fulfillment of these commitments and by highlighting the
successes that are achieved. For more information on this Brownfields Federal Partnership Action
Agenda, please contact Tony Raiaof EPA’s Office of Brownfields Cleanup and Redevelopment a 202-
566-2758 (raia.anthony @epa.gov).
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Appalachian Regional Commission

Background

The Appaachian Regiona Commission’'s (ARC) misson isto be an advocate for and to partner with the
people of Appaachiato create opportunities for saf-sustaining economic development and improved
qudlity of life. ARC was established by Congressin 1965 to support economic and socid development in
the Appa achian Region. The Commission is a unique partnership composed of the governors of the 13
Appdachian states and a presidentia gppointee representing the federal government. Grassroots participa:
tion is provided through local development didtricts, which are multi-county organizations with boards
made up of dected officids, businesspeople, and other loca |eaders. ARC undertakes projects that
address the five gods identified by ARC in its strategic plan, which entails funding projects in education
and workforce training programs, highway construction, water and sewer system congtruction, leadership
development programs, small business art-ups and expansions, and devel opment of hedth-care re-
SOurces.

Additiond information can be found a http://mwww.arc.gov

Partnership Role

A large portion of ARC's Area Development funds are used for water and sewer system extensions of
service to industrid parks for the purpose of creating and retaining jobs in rurd Appaachia. In the pat,
severd of these funded projects have involved brownfidds stes. ARC has partnered with the Nationa
Association of Loca Government Environmental Professonds (NALGEP) for the past two yearsto
conduct regiona workshops in Appalachia that encourage brownfields redevelopment. In addition, ARC
entered into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) in FY 2000 that cdlsfor the two agencies to coordinate their policies and activities in support of
brownfields assessments, cleanup, and redevelopment. In FY 2002, ARC approved five projects for
over $1,352,000 to be administered by EPA.

Commitments

ARC commitsto:
1) Explore potentid contracts with NALGEP that would alow for:
. Two additiona regiond brownfields workshops in FY 2003;

. Severad community workshopsin ARC economically distressed counties that would
specificaly help acommunity take advantage of available resourcesin developing exiging
brownfields and lead to the creation and retention of jobs, and

. Providing technicd assstanceto ARC's Loca Development Didrictsin avariety of ways
that empowers greater awareness of the potentia brownfields resources available to rura
aress,

2) Continue to encourage ARC' s state partners to use their Area Development funds for projects that
create and retain jobs in brownfiel ds redevel opment areas; and




Appalachian Regional Commission

Commitments (Contd.)

3) Redffirm EPA/ARC MOU commitments that include providing:

Support, including technical assistance, information sharing, and workshops, to
increase the awareness of brownfields cleanup and redevel opment programs and benefits;

Financid and technica assstance for Appaachian communities, local development digtricts,
and grassroots organizations to develop proposas for integrating brownfiel ds assessments
and deanup with economic development planning;

Coordination of joint activities between Appa achian states, loca development didricts, and
EPA fidd g&ff in order to help implement brownfiel ds redevel opment projects at the Sate
leve;

Financid and technica assstance to Appaachian communities to help leverage funds for
assessment, cleanup, and redevel opment of brownfields; and

Collaboration injoint projects or proposa reviews for competitions sponsored by either
agency.



U.S. Department of Agriculture

Background

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) was founded in 1862 as the * peopl€ s department.” Today,
USDA'’s mission isto enhance the qudity of life for the American people by supporting the production of
agriculture; ensuring a safe, affordable, nutritious, and accessible food supply; caring for agriculturd, forest,
and range lands, supporting the sound development of rura communities; providing farm and rura residents
with economic opportunities; expanding globa markets to include agricultural and forest products and
services, and working to reduce hunger in America and throughout the world.

Additiond information can be found at: http:/mww.usda.gov

Partnership Role

To promote Brownfidds Pilots, some USDA field offices are working with Filots, Empowerment Zones
(EZ9), and Enterprise Communities (ECs) to provide educationd programs and training for brownfields
landscaping projects (such as Master Gardeners, pesticide applicators, and youth devel opment work-
shops). USDA aso has contacts in urban Showcase Communities to monitor the success of USDA
projects. USDA provides technica support to communities that include greenways and other land conser-
vation projects. Rura communities and mine-scarred lands near or adjacent to our National Forests can
aso take advantage of existing USDA programs.

Commitments

USDA commitsto:

1) Working with EPA and other federa partnersto assst with the redevel opment of brownfields Stes
located in rurd communities or near mine-scarred lands;

2) Egablishing a USDA-wide Brownfidds Subcommittee;
3) Deveoping arocadmap for EPA Brownfidds Showcase Communities to be placed on USDA’ s website;

4) Developing aMemorandum of Understanding (MOU) with EPA to addressissues of common
concern;

5) Continuing support of communities that want to convert existing brownfields into natural open space
parks, tree-covered linear parks, and other land conservation projects; and

6) Assding rura and urban brownfields communitiesin applying for USDA grants and loans.




U.S. Department of Commerce
Economic Development Administration

Background

While the Economic Development Adminigtration (EDA) was established under the Public Works and
Economic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3121), EDA now operates pursuant to that Act, as
amended by the Economic Development Administration Reform Act of 1998. ThisActisaso referred to as
Public Law 105-393, which authorized EDA for five years. The purpose of EDA isto generate new jobs,
help retain exiting jobs, and simulate industrial and commercia growth in economicaly distressed areas of
the United States. EDA assistanceis available to rurd and urban areas experiencing high unemployment,
low income, or other severe economic distress.

EDA helps distressed communities address problems not only associated with long-term economic disiress,
but aso with sudden and savere economic didoceations, including recovering from the economic impacts of
naturd disasters, the closure of military ingalations and other federd facilities, changing trede patterns, and
the depletion of natural resources. Most brownfields projects fal under two of EDA’sfive basic program
arees.

. The Public Works Development Facilities Program (covers water and sewer facilities
primarily serving industry and commerce, access roads to indudtrial parks or Sites, port
improvements, and business incubator facilities); and

. The Economic Adjustment Program (covers the cregtion or expansion of srategically
targeted business development and financing programs, including grants for revolving loan
funds, infrastructure improvements, organizationa development, and market or industry
research and andyss). Military base closuresilludtrate projects that fall under the Economic
Adjustment Program.

Additiond information can be found at: http:/Amww.osec.doc.gov/edal

Partnership Role

EDA’srolein the Federd Partnership is to empower distressed communities with brownfields to establish
and implement their own economic development and revitdization strategies. EDA will support multi-
agency, sector-based brownfields redevelopment efforts that are consstent with the bureau’ s mission, focus,
investment policy guidelines, and statutory authorities. For example, EDA isinterested in supporting inter-
agency efforts to revitdize brownfields that enhance regiond economic competitiveness and support
market-driven cluster development Strategies.
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U.S. Department of Commerce
Economic Development Administration

Commitments

EDA commitsto:

1) Spedficdly identifying brownfields redevel opment in its annua Natice of Funding Avallability;
2) Supporting community and faith-based brownfields redevelopment strategies,

3) Maintaining aNationa Brownfieds Coordinator position in its heedquarters office;

4) Continuing to support both community efforts to use eco-industrial development modelsto facilitate
locd brownfields redevelopment and multi-agency efforts to support eco-industrid development;

5) Focusing on sector-specific development asit relates to brownfields; and

6) Supporting implementation of the objectivesin the newly signed MOU that links brownfields
assessment and cleanup activities with economic devel opment.




U.S. Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Background

Founded on October 3, 1970, the Nationa Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is tasked
with describing and predicting changes in the earth’ s environment and with facilitating the conservation and
management of the nation’s coastal and marine resources. As part of this effort, NOAA participates in the
Brownfields Program, focusing on the redevelopment of coastd brownfields properties and the protection
and restoration of coastal resources.

NOAA'’s brownfields efforts incorporate work carried out in severd offices: the Office of Response and
Regtoration’s Coagta Protection and Restoration Division, the Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource
Management (OCRM), and the Office of Sustainable Development and Intergovernmentd Affairs. The
Office of Sustainable Development and Intergovernmental Affairs acts as the coordinating body within
NOAA, and as the primary liaison with EPA. NOAA participates on both the Steering Committee and
Interagency Working Group.

Additiona information can be found at: http:/mww.noaa.gov

Partnership Role

NOAA playsarolein three phases of the Federa Partnership Action Agenda. NOAA assigtsin 1) identify-
ing, evauating, and assessing brownfields in coastd aress; 2) providing funding to coastal states for
brownfields redevelopment as part of waterfront revitalization efforts;, and 3) providing technica assstance
to state and local governments to give coastal decisionmakers resources to facilitate the redevel opment of
brownfields and the documentation of successful brownfields waterfront revitaization gpproaches.

Commitments

NOAA commitsto:

1) Leadingan interagency “Portfields’ project that will focus on the redevel opment and reuse of idled or
abandoned lands in and around ports, harbors, and marine transportation hubs;

2) Signing and implementing anew MOU with EPA that will increase coordination to assess, clean up,
and redevelop brownfidlds in coastal and waterfront arees,

3) Providing funding to coastd states for brownfields redevelopment as part of waterfront revitalization
efforts;

12




U.S. Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Commitments (Contd.)

4) Providing technical assstance to state and local governments to give coastal decisionmakers resources
to facilitate the redevelopment of brownfields. For example, NOAA will continue to work with the
Metlakatla, Alaska, community and other Federd partners to evauate the risk of fish consumption;

5) Documenting successful brownfields weterfront revitalization approaches; and

6) Continuing to provide a Brownfieds Showcase Community Coordinator to work in New Bedford,
Massachusetts, to help implement their brownfields initiative.
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U.S. Department of Defense

Background

The U.S. Department of Defense (DaD), through its work in communities adversdly affected by military
base redlignments and closures (BRAC), is experienced in economic readjustment activities. DoD’s primary
tools for its economic readjustment projects are the Defense Economic Adjustment program and the BRAC
program. These programs govern DoD’ s efforts to close surplus military facilities, return them to loca
communities, and asss these communities with Ste remediation and redevel opment. The Office of the
Secretary of Defense coordinates DoD’ s brownfields efforts, operating through the Deputy Under Secretary
of Defense (Ingdlations)/Office of Economic Adjustment and the Assstant Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense (Cleanup).

Additiona information can be found at: http:/Avww.dod.gov

Partnership Role

DoD isincluded in the Brownfieds Federa Partnership primarily in an advisory capacity, lending its eco-
nomic readjustment experience to the development and evolution of EPA’s Brownfields Economic Readjust-
ment Initigtive.

Commitments

DOD commitsto:

1) Working with EPA and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineersto clean up and redevelop closed and
redigned DoD bases and return them to productive reuse;

2) Renewing the Department’s commitment to long-term stewardship and developing tools for enforcing
use redtrictions on brownfieds, and

3) Linking pertinent DoD webstesto EPA’s Brownfields website,
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U.S. Department of Defense
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Background

Founded in 1779, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE or Corps) isan Army Mgor Command
with a headquarters and eight regiona divisions that exercise direction over 37 didricts located within the
continental United States. The Corps provides comprehensive planning, design, construction, engineering
management, and technica support to the Army and to the nation. Unlike most other agencies that comprise
the federd brownfields partnership, the Corpsis not a grant-making organization, as defined by The Federd
Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 1977. In the absence of discretionary grant authority and a
specific brownfields authority, the Corps supports communities by way of specific, Congressondly autho-
rized water resource-related projects or through reimbursable (Support for Others) engineering activities.
The Congressionally authorized projects are related to water resources and include navigation, ecosystem
restoration and protection, shore protection, water supply storage, recreation, and flood control. 1n addi-
tion, USACE has developed a versatile brownfields team that will field engineering related brownfields
questions and project inquiries from any community within the United States and its territories.

Additiond information can be found a: http:/AMww.usacearmy.mil or http:/hg.environmentd.usace.army.mil/
programs/brownfie ds/brownfiel ds.html

Partnership Role

At the request of brownfields communities, USACE provides planning and technica assstance. For mgor
water resource-related endeavors, USACE will guide communities to the appropriate Congressiona
contacts for authorization and appropriation support.

Commitments

USACE commitsto;

1) Partnering with EPA to establish eight pilots under the Memorandum of Understanding addressing
restoration of degraded urban rivers and fostering interagency and stakeholder partnerships that
promote a shared understanding of integrated solutions to water resources management within
watersheds and river basins,

2) Increasing the use of collaborative approaches to water resources problems, seeking, whenever
feasble, to leverage Civil Works projects with the economic, environmenta, and socia goal's of
brownfidds pilot communities;

3) Using exigting authorities to promote comprehensive and integrated regiona water resource plans that
ba ance economic, environmentd, and socid gods for water resource solutions; and

4) Sharing andytica tools and methods that facilitate achieving sustainable development at brownfields
and other Sites.
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U.S. Department of Energy

Background

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), officidly established in 1977, continues to be aleader in meeting
this country’ s needs in the areas of energy, nationd security, science, and environmenta qudity. The DOE
complex includes unique capabilities in science and engineering that are gpplied to meet the Department’s
gods. The Department has the lead for developing and implementing the Federa Government’ s nationd
energy strategy and is charged with acceerating cleanup efforts and providing long-term stewardship at over
100 DOE sites across the country.  The Department brings its strengths in energy research and gpplication
and its environmenta cleanup and long-term stewardship experience to the Brownfields Federd Partner-
ship.

Additiond information can be found at: http:/mww.energy.gov

Partnership Role

DOE supports the Brownfields Federa Partnership by providing technical assistance in the field of energy
use and environmenta remediation, sharing lessons learned about cleanup and long-term stewardship
efforts, and funding for relevant research and devel opment.

Commitments

DOE commits to:
1) Linking the Presdent’s Energy Policy with opportunities relative to brownfidds initiatives and activities;

2) Promoeting the congruction of buildings that incorporate energy efficient, renewable energy and
distributed energy technologies at brownfields,

3) Bringing technica assstance through the Rebuild America Program;

4) Preparing aligt of brownfields successes at Sites incorporating energy efficiency, renewable energy, and
distributed energy technologies,

5) Developing regiond relationships with federal and State partners to address site or brownfields issues;

6) Providing technical assstance in the field of environmental cleanup and stabilization to brownfidds/
revitdization efforts;

7) Deveoping tools and providing lessons learned from cleanup and long-term stewardship efforts a over
100 sites across the county;

8) Funding rdated environmenta remediation science and technology devel opment;

9) Assessing and exploring options for improved use of DOE owned land, including industrid use, where
appropriate;
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U.S. Department of Energy

Commitments (Contd.)

10) Expanding communication and educationa activities to include brownfidds;
11) Edablishing additiond pilots around the country as EPA funding permits, and

12) Linking Brownfields Rilot activities with DOE’ s cleanup and remediation activities to creste more
atractive and sustainable communities.
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Background

The U.S. Environmenta Protection Agency (EPA) was established as an independent agency on December
2, 1970. EPA’ smisson isto protect human hedth and to safeguard the natura environment—air, water, and
land—upon which life depends. EPA’ s Brownfields Program empowers states, communities, and other
stakeholders to work together in atimely manner to prevent, assess, safely clean up, and sustainably reuse
brownfields.

Additiona information can be found at: hitp:/mww.epagov/brownfields

Partnership Role

EPA isthe informa leader of the Brownfidds Federd Partnership. EPA isaso the lead federa agency
implementing the Smdl Business Liahility Rdlief and Brownfields Revitdization Act, which authorizes
ggnificant funding for brownfields assessment, cleanup, revolving loan fund, job training, and brownfields
daeftriba grants. EPA’s Brownfieds Program is built on four pillars: 1) protecting the environment; 2)
promoting partnerships, 3) strengthening the marketplace; and 4) sustaining reuse. EPA & so funds research
efforts and administers the 28 Brownfields Showcase Communities that are models of federd, Sate, and
local collaboration.

Commitments

EPA commitsto:

1) Continuing to lead the Brownfields Federd Partnership collaboration and encouraging the
implementation of the Brownfidds Federd Partnership Action Agenda commitments.

2) Providing as much as $850 million (projected) over the next five years to sates, counties, tribes,
municipdlities, and non-profit organizations through brownfiel ds assessment, cleanup, revolving loan
fund, job training, and brownfields Sateftriba grants;

3)  Successfully implementing the Smdl Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitdization Act with
Brownfidds Federa Partnership stakeholdersin mind. Thisincludes:

. Expanding the number and types of brownfidds grants (e.g., making grants available to
address petroleum contamination, mine-scarred lands, and some categories of Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) sites);

. Making grants available specificaly for brownfields cleanup;

. Integrating and streamlining the brownfields grants gpplication process for the ease of Al
eligible gpplicants;

. Clarifying gpplicability of ligaility provisonsin the new law; and

18




U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Commitments (Contd.)

. Developing aregulation that establishes a sandard for conducting “al appropriate inquiry”
under Superfund.

4) Ensuring thet its brownfields redevelopment efforts remain an important component of its Environmenta
Judtice efforts. Thisincludes:

. Conducting Environmenta Judtice regiond listening sessions focused on brownfields and
revitdization of communities

. Providing brownfields and community revitalization tools, resources, and information to
communities and tribes facing brownfields redevel opment chalenges, and

. Ensuring that brownfields and community revitalization become an important component of
the Environmentd Justice Revitdization Projects sponsored by the Interagency Working
Group on Environmenta Judtice (IWG).

5) Devedoping atechnology tools resource document for brownfields properties. This document would
include remediation, monitoring, and devel opment techniques specific to brownfid ds-related issues,

6) Developing aguide for Site specific management gpproaches to redevelopment. Thistool will integrate
business and science and serve as a decision framework for implementing and encouraging
redevel opment;

7) Holding technica workshops on topics related to innovative approaches to tax and finance incentives,
risk assessment\management and sugtainability;

8) Continuing to support development and verification of innovative, cost-effective remediation,
characterization, and monitoring tools through the SITE Program;

9) Continuing to provide a Center of Technology Support to help locdlities, sates, and federd ste
managers understand the technol ogies available to assess and clean up their properties,

10) Updeting its directory of Federd Technical Assstance on assessment and cleanup. This directory
focuses specificaly on those resources relevant to cleaning up properties. It will identify Federd
programs available to assst communities and provide locdities with detailed descriptions of the types of
assstance available, who is digible to receive this assstance, how to obtain this assistance, and contacts
for additiond information; and

11) Pursuing the development of a partnership between EPA Region 8, the Indian Hedlth Service, and the
Bureau of Indian Affairsthat will explore ways to cooperatively provide assstance in the areas of
assessment and remediation on brownfields properties for Region 8 Indian Tribes.
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Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

Background

The Federd Deposit Insurance Corporation’s (FDIC) mission is to maintain the stability of and public
confidence in the nation’ s financid system. To achieve this god, the FDIC was created in 1933 to insure
deposits and promote safe and sound banking practices. The FDIC, in conjunction with other federa and
date regulatory agencies, examines financid inditutions to ensure they are conducting business in compliance
with consumer protection rules and in away that minimizes risk to their customers and to the deposit
insurance funds. The FDIC promotes compliance with fair lending, Community Reinvestment Act, and other
consumer protection laws and regulations. It also works with lenders, organizations, and the generd public
to revitalize and educate communities.

Additiona information can be found at http://mww.fdic.gov

Partnership Role

FDIC encourages EPA to share its Money Smart financid education curriculum with community members
impacted by the revitalization efforts at brownfields Sites across the county. The Money Smart curriculum
helpsindividuas build financid knowledge and develop financid confidence, and is therefore well-suited to
the needs of many of the brownfields communities. Low and moderate income community memberswill be
better prepared to fully participate in the job training and job creation efforts made possible by the
Brownfields Initiatives. Thereis anaturd synergy to the two programs working together to hep communities
and community members thrive.

Commitments

FDIC commits to:

1) Patnering with EPA on financid education. Specificdly, FDIC will make its Money Smart curriculum
widdy available to community members served by the Brownfieds Program. Money Smart isa
training program designed to help adults outside the financid mainstream enhance their money skillsand
create pogtive banking rdaionships. Financia education fogters financid stability for individuas and for
entire communities. The more people know about credit and banking services, the more likely they are
to increase savings, buy homes, and improve thar financid hedth and wel being.

2) Sharing information about EPA programs (e.g., Brownfields, USTfidds, etc.) with its state non-member
financid indtitution population. Insured financid inditutions that make loans to borrowersto finance
environmenta cleanups or redevelopment on properties located in low- or moderate-income
communities receive positive congderation for those loans in their Community Reinvestment Act
performance evauations.
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Federal Housing Finance Board

Background

The Federa Housing Finance Board (FHFB), an independent agency in the Executive Branch established in
1932, isrespongble for regulating the Federd Home Loan Bank (FHLBank) System to ensure the safety
and soundness of the 12 FHL Banks and the achievement of the FHLBanks housing finance and community
lending misson. The FHLBanks lend at competitive rates to private financid inditutions, such asthrifts,
commercia banks, credit unions, insurance companies, and non-member housing associates to support the
nation’s housing and community development needs. At year-end 2001, the FHLBank System had over
7,800 member indtitutions and more than $700 billion in assts.

Each FHLBank, as required by law, annually sets asde 10 percent of net earnings for its Affordable Hous-
ing Program (AHP), under which it makes grants and bel ow-market-rate advances to support affordable
housing. In 2001, the FHLBanks committed over $246 million to this program. In addition, each
FHLBank makes Community Investment Cash Advances (CICA) to members, including Community
Investment Program (CIP) advances at cogt, to foster housing and targeted community development.
Projectslocated in an area that involves a property digible for a Brownfield Tax Incentive are specificaly
designated as being digible for CICA financing and the FHLBanks Standby L etters of Credit.

Additiond information can be found at: http:/Amww.fhfb.gov

Partnership Role

The FHFB regulates the FHLBank System. The FHLBank System represents the private-sector banking
portion of the Brownfidds Initiative. The FHLBanks provide financing a favorable termsto their financid
ingtitution members for use in housing and community development projects on brownfields. Also, in 1999,
the FHFB granted authority to the FHLBank of Des Moines to make an equity investment of up to $2
million in the River Point West Brownfields project in downtown Des Moines, lowa. The project subse-
quently earned Showcase status.

Commitments

FHFB commitsto:

1) Acting asaliaison between and fostering communication among EPA brownfieds gaff in Washington
and the 12 FHLBanks.
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U.S. General Services Administration

Background

The Generd Services Adminidration (GSA) is one of the three central management agencies in the Federd
government, dong with the Office of Personne Management and the Office of Management and Budget.
The Agency provides managed space, supplies, services, and solutions to enable federal employeesto
accomplish their missons. GSA conggts of three services: Information Technology (IT); Federad Supply
Service (FSS); and Public Buildings Service (PBS). IT oversees tdlecommuting centers and federd child
care centers, and FSS manages the federad motor vehicle fleet and oversees persona property issues. PBS
serves as a builder, developer, lessor, and manager of federdly owned and leased properties. As such, PBS
provides afull range of red estate services, including red estate brokerage, property management, con-
struction and repairs, security services, property disposa, and overal portfolio management. PBS dso
handles dl of the Agency’ s brownfields projects. GSA maintains 31 landholding agencies, 1,800 federaly
owned buildings, and 4,000 federaly leased buildings. Aslandlord and holder of red estate for the Federa
government, GSA recognizes the importance of cleanup and reuse of brownfields properties as a catdyst
for pogitive change in urban aress.

Property use shapes how people live and work, and can serve to provide jobs and an income base. Be-
cause federd property iswoven into the fabric of the nation’s centers, GSA bdieves that its potentia should
be maximized to provide the best service to the community. To do so, GSA has committed to review and
identify underutilized federa properties and to return those properties to productive reuse.

Additiona information can be found at: http:/Aww.gsa.gov

Partnership Role

GSA reviews and identifies underused federd properties that are potentialy available for brownfieds
redevelopment. Brownfields transactions are primarily red estate deels—GSA has the knowledge and
experience to serve as the “honest broker” in these transactions, bringing the right resources and people to
the table to get the dedl done.

Commitments

GSA commitsto:

1) Deveoping atoal kit to help foster the partnerships necessary to successfully “sedl theded” ina
brownfields transaction;

2) Fadilitating a brownfields workshop for potential federa property developers to educate them on the
federal red property digposal process and to assist in their efforts to reuse federa brownfieds;

3) Deveoping asocioeconomic mode to measure both the economic and socid impacts of federa
brownfields redevelopment, as well asthe reuse of federd rea property in generd,;
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U.S. General Services Administration

Commitments (Contd.)

4) Signing an enhanced Memorandum of Understanding with EPA to strengthen the existing reationship
by focusing on the red property aspects of brownfields redevel opment; and

5) Coordinating a campaign to educate states and communities engaged in brownfiel ds revitdization about
innovative disposal methods, such as Early Transfer Authority (ETA) and the privatization of

remediation.
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U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry

Background

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) is an agency of the U.S. Department of
Hedth and Human Services (HHS). ATSDR’'s mission isto reduce exposure and prevent adverse human
hedlth effects and the diminished quality of life that is associated with exposure to hazardous substances
from waste Sites, unplanned releases, and other sources of pollution present in the environment. Some
ATSDR activities include public health assessments, applied research, emergency response, and education
and training. ATSDR’s Brownfields work is coordinated through the Office of Regiona Operations (ORO),
which are co-located with EPA in the 10 regions and & EPA HQ. ORO serves asthe liaison to federd,
gate and loca agencies, and the community, on environmenta hedth issues, induding Brownfieds.

Additiona information can be found at: http://Aww.atsdr.cdc.gov

Partnership Role

ATSDR contributes research and experience in public heath and environmental exposure issuesto
brownfields stakeholders.

Commitments

ATSDR commitsto:

1) Working closdly with EPA to increase the capacity of loca hedlth entities that serve brownfields
communities;

2) Continuing to support loca hedlth departments in Brownfields Showcase Communities,
3) Completing alessons learned report on the first sx ATSDR grantsto loca health departments;

4) Providing technicd assstance to brownfields communities on the health monitoring provison of the new
Brownfidds legidation; and

5) Working with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to encourage the development
of housing on brownfields sites.
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U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services

National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences

Background

The Nationd Inditute of Environmental Hedlth Sciences (NIEHS) was given mgor respongbility for initiat-
ing atraining grants program under the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986. The
NIEHS Worker Education and Training Program (WETP) funds non-profit organizations with a demon-
drated track record of providing occupationd safety and hedlth education in developing and ddivering high
quality training to workers who are involved in handling hazardous waste or in responding to emergency
releases of hazardous materias. The mgor objective of the program isto prevent work-related harm by
assiging in the training of workersin how best to protect themsdves and their communities from exposure to
hazardous materias encountered during hazardous waste operations, hazardous materia's trangportation,
brownfields and minority worker training workforce devel opment, environmenta restoration of nuclear
wegpons facilities, or chemica emergency response.

Additiond information can be found at: http:/mww.niehs.nih.gov/iwetp

Partnership Role

NIEHS contributes biomedicd, public hedth, environmenta research, and training programs for those
engaged in environmentd efforts such as cleanup and remediation and provides outreach and education to
the public and other organizations across the country regarding these issues.

Commitments

NIEHS commitsto:

1) Continuing to administer and fund the Brownfields Minority Worker Training (MWT) Program in
collaboration with EPA’s Brownfields Office to increase workforce devel opment opportunities for
resdents surrounding brownfields communities,

2) Deveoping alessonslearned or best practices report on current NIEHS Brownfields MWT Programs,

3) Continuing to work with EPA’s Brownfieds Office to promote job training programs, share and
exchange information, and develop other workforce development opportunities,

4) Continuing to work with the federa partners to promote brownfields redevel opment regarding job
training, with a specific focus on working with EPA and the Department of Labor;
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U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services

National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences

Commitments (Contd.)

5) Shaing the WETP Strategic Plan with other federd agencies and organizations to promote additiona
partnership opportunities; and

6) Linking other WETP grantees with brownfields communities to address other worker-training needs
and issues.
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U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development

Background

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) was cregted as a Cabinet-level agency
by the Department of Housing and Urban Development Act of 1965. HUD’ s mission is to provide a decent,
safe, and sanitary home and suitable living environment for every American by fighting for fair housing,
increasing affordable housing and home ownership, reducing homel essness, promoting jobs and economic
opportunity, empowering people and communities, and restoring public trust.

HUD provides grant funds and economic development loan guarantees to help communities clean up and
redevelop brownfields. HUD has three principa economic programs that communities can use to clean up
and revitdize contaminated Sites: annud formula grants dlocated to sates and entitlement communities
through Community Development Block Grants (CDBG); low interest economic development loan guaran-
tees available through the Section 108 Loan Guarantee program; and competitive grants through the
Brownfieds Economic Development Initigtive (BEDI). Additiondly, there are other economic devel opment,
housing, and technica assistance programs available to assst communities with brownfields revitdization,
including the Renewa Community/Empowerment Zone/ Enterprise Community Initiative (RC/EZ/EC), the
Rura Housing and Economic Development program (RHED), the Home Investment Partnership program
(HOME), the Section 202 Supportive Housing for the Elderly program, and HUD’ s University and College
programs.

Additiona information can be found at: http:/Awww.hud.gov

Partnership Role

Asthe nation’s housing and community development agency, HUD supports brownfields development and
neighborhood revitalization through a multitude of programs, such as CDBG, Section 108 |oan guarantees,
BEDI grants, RHED, and the RC/EZ/EC Initiative.

Commitments

HUD commitsto:

1) Emphasizing brownfields redevel opment activities through the utilization of tax incentives within
Renewa Communities, Urban Empowerment Zones, and Enterprise Communities, and through funding
provided to Brownfields Economic Development Initiative and Rurd Housing and Economic
Devedopment grantees. This effort includes enhancing the participation of HUD field g&ff in the
development and implementation of brownfields redevelopment projects and identifying available
sources of funds that can be used for brownfields activities;

2) Enhancing access by smdler communities to brownfields redevel opment funds by working to secure
legidation that will alow for the award of Brownfields Economic Development Initiative funds as direct
grants, with no requirement for the concurrent use of Section 108 loan guarantees and no required
pledge of a community’s CDBG funds to ensure repayment of the guaranteed loans, and

27
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Urban Development

Commitments (Contd.)

3)
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Providing timely and useful information about successful brownfields redevel opment efforts through
the development of new data and information systems to gather and disseminate information on
brownfields project outcomes, and through the inclusion of brownfields redevelopment information in
communication and educational materids and activities.




U.S. Department of the Interior

Background

The U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) protects, manages and provides access to our nation’s natural
and culturd heritage on over 507 million acres of lands, or about one-sixth of the land in the U.S,, and about
2 billion acres of the Outer Continental Shelf. Compaosed of multiple bureaus and offices, DOl manages
natural resources for a healthy environment and a strong economy, supports science for a changing world,
and provides recregtion for America. In addition, DOI honors the U.S. trust responsibilities to federdly
recognized Indian Tribes and our commitments to U.S. territories and freely associated States.

Additiona information can be found at: http:/AMww.doi.gov

Partnership Role

The Office of Environmenta Policy and Compliance (OEPC) within the Office of the Secretary provides for
acoordinated and unified gpproach and response to environmenta issues that affect multiple bureaus. The
OEPC dso acts as an advocate, both insgde and outside of DOI, for programs that enable bureaus to
accomplish their missonsin an efficient and effective manner. The OEPC is currently coordinating with the
Nationa Park Service and the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement on their repective
ongoing brownfields activities; and is supporting the establishment of brownfields partnerships by the Bureau
of Land Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs and other bureaus.

Commitments

DOl commitsto;

1) Egablishing a Brownfidds Redevel opment Working Group among DOI bureaus and offices to improve
interna Departmental coordination and to enhance the DOI’ s capacity to partner with EPA’s
Brownfields Program. The OEPC expects to develop a coordination process, identify and develop
way's to address policy issues, assist in specific cases on request, and facilitate direct communication
between EPA and DOI. The Brownfidds Redevel opment Working Group may adso assst EPA in
making digible entities aware of other federd funding resources within DOI; and

2) Exploring the possihility of asssting EPA with inventorying, characterizing, assessing, and planning
related to brownfidd stes; facilitating DOI participation in performing targeted Ste assessments,; and
establishing a DOI brownfields web ste.

29




U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Background

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has a complex and far-reaching mission in the Department of the
Interior (DOI). The vast acreage and myriad natural and cultural resources that the BLM manages asthe
Federd Government’slargest |landowner, combined with the complexities of its multiple-use misson, present
unique chalenges and opportunities. The BLM administers gpproximately 260 million acres for recregtion,
commercid activities, cultura resources, biologica habitat, and wilderness.

Additiond information can be found a: http:/Amww.bim.gov/nhp

Partnership Role

Because of past commercid activities such as mining and landfills, BLM has many contaminated Stes. With
the rapid population growth of many western states, some of these sites are now located within or on the
edge of towns and cities. These contaminated Stes often are the only undeveloped land in the surrounding
areaand are attractive as greenspace or for recreationa purposes. Most of these sites pose little risk to
human hedlth and the environment and therefore are not a priority for BLM'’ s cleanup program; however,
loca communities and municipdities have expressed interest in acquiring these lands for redevel opment and
recreational purposes.

Commitments

BLM commitsto:

1) Examining ways to overcome the barriers posed by Section 120(h) of the Comprehensive
Environmenta Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), which requires federd agencies
to clean up dl land prior to transfer of the property, and the new Brownfields law prohibiting
brownfields grants from being used on Federa property in order to help facilitate the reuse of
brownfields, and

2) Working closdy with DOI to examine strategies that would dlow BLM to participate more fully in the
Brownfidds Program.
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U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of Surface Mining

Background

Protecting the environment during cod mining and making sure the land is reclaimed afterward have been
nationa requirements since 1977, when America s Surface Mining Reclamation Law was sgned by Pres-
dent Carter. Making sure that those requirements are met is the responsibility of the Interior Department’s
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation & Enforcement (OSM).

The OSM isasmadl bureau with respongbility, in cooperation with the states and Indian Tribes, to protect
citizens and the environment during cod mining and reclamation, and to reclaim mines abandoned before
1977. The OSM is organized around two principa requirements: regulating active cod mining and reclaim-
ing abandoned mines. In addition, OSM operates programs to eiminate environmenta and economic
impacts of acid mine drainage from abandoned coa mines, encourage reforestation of reclaimed mined land,
develop techniques that can ensure reclamation of prime farmland soils, and publicly recognize outstanding
reclamation by communicating the experience to others.

Additiona information can be found at: http:/mww.osmre.gov

Partnership Role

OSM signed a Memorandum of Understanding with EPA’ s Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response
(OSWER). OSM heas participated in the Brownfields Program by providing training and support to OSM/
VISTA volunteers and asssting with grant gpplications for brownfields pilots in cod-impacted watersheds.
The new Brownfields law recognizes mine-scarred lands as brownfidds, further linking and strengthening the
environmental management activities and goas of OSM, EPA, and the other federd partners.

Commitments

OSM commitsto:

1) Working with EPA and other federa partners to address acid mine drainage (AMD) environmental
concerns a mining Stes, codfidds, and within contaminated watersheds,

2) Continuing to provide technical support to the new brownfidds initiativesin Cod Creek, TN, and
Keley's Creek, WV;

3) Continuing to work with OSM/VISTA Watershed Development Coordinators to provide direct training
on brownfields in codfields grant writing and project devel opmernt;

4) Continuing to provide adminigirative support through cooperative agreements to first-year OSM/
VISTA postions. OSM and VISTA are committed to expansion of the OSM/VISTA Watershed
Development Coordinator positions to new states in 2003; and

5) Paticipating in regiond training with the Nationad Associaion of Loca Government Environmenta
Professionals (NALGEP) and other agenciesin cod country, and bringing interested watershed VISTA
coordinators and other staff to the conferences, whenever feasible.
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U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

Background

The U.S. Geologicd Survey (USGS) serves the nation as an independent fact-finding agency that collects,
monitors, andyzes, and provides scientific understanding about natura resource conditions, issues, and
problems. The vdue of the USGS to the nation rests on its ability to carry out studies on anationd scale
and to sugtain long-term monitoring and assessment of natura resources. Because it has no regulatory or
management mandate, the USGS provides impartial science that serves the needs of our changing world.
The diversity of scientific expertise enables the USGS to carry out large-scale, multi-disciplinary investiga
tions that build the base of knowledge about the earth. In turn, decisonmakers a dl levels of government—
and citizensin dl walks of life-have the information tools they need to address pressing societd issues.

Additiona information can be found at: http:/Aww.usgs.gov

Partnership Role

Geographic technologies, such as Geographic Information Systems (GIS), remote sensing, and other
technologies that USGS has expertise in, have the potentid to play asgnificant role in the overdl
brownfields redevel opment process.

Commitments

USGS commitsto:
1) Continuing to work with EPA and DOI’ s Office of Surface Mining (OSM) to:

. Determine the role that geographic technologies, such as GIS and remote sensing, can play
in the overal brownfields redevelopment process and to demonstrate how these
technologies can assist locd stakeholdersto effectively manage and make decisions based
on effective information management;

. Determine whether spatid data management is a possible tool for usein the overdl
brownfields process. This hasincluded data development, imagery andysis and on-the-job
and formd GIS training; and

. Conduct outreach and training activities in Appa achiawith two new brownfields
watersheds, the North Fork of the Blackwater River, West Virginia, and Coa Creek,
Tennesse. Research activities will include the andlysis of Airborne Vishble/Infrared Imaging
Spectrometer (AVIRIS) hyper spectra imagery recently collected by NASA over four
Appalachian watersheds.
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U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Background

The National Park Service (NPS) regulates, promotes, and conserves America s nationa parksin such a
manner asto “leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations” Since NPS s inception in
1916, the United States has changed dramaticaly and the NPS has expanded its mission to support State
and loca conservation and recregtion efforts in partnership with communities across the country. NPS
supports these initiatives through arange of recognition programs, technica assstance, and grant-making
programs geared to communities that seek its help.

Among these programsisthe Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance program (RTCA, or Rivers &
Trals). RTCA hdpslocd and state agencies and community organizationsin their conservation efforts by
providing river, trail, and greenway planning, regiona assessment, and conservation workshops and consul-
tations. A sgnificant amount of RTCA'’s assigtance is targeted to urban areas for projects that include or
affect underutilized contaminated properties.

Another program through which NPS hel ps support state and locdl initiativesisthe Federal Landsto Parks
program (FLP). Through FLP, NPS helps state and loca governments acquire, a no cost, surplus federd
lands (such as lands and facilities from decommissioned military bases, former federd buildings, or Army
Reserve sites) for public parks and recreation aress.

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) State Grant Program provides matching assistance to
dates and, through states, to loca units of government for the acquisition and development of public out-
door recregtion areas and facilities. Program objectives include stimulating states and locd jurisdictions to
meet new demands for outdoor recreation and to build a permanent legacy in both urban and rura environ-
ments.

The Urban Park and Recreation Recovery (UPARR) program provides grants to economicaly distressed
locd governments for the rehabilitation of exigting recreetion facilities in urban areas, and for innovative
recregtion programs and services. This program targets underserved populations, such as minority,
low-income, at-risk youth, elderly, and disabled person, that have limited opportunities to obtain quality
recreation programs and services in their neighborhoods.

Additiona information can be found at: http:/mww.ncrc.nps.gov

Partnership Role

In duly 1996, NPS, through its RTCA program, sgned a Memorandum of Understanding with EPA to work
cooperdively on initiatives promoting sustainable community-based conservation and brownfields redeve -
opment. Asaresult of the agreement, NPS and EPA launched the Groundwork USA Initiative, a network
of locally controlled community corporations working to increase the cgpacity of communities to improve
long-term support for abandoned inner-city industrid Stes and other derelict lands.
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Commitments

NPS commits to:

1) Continuing to support the Groundwork USA network, including assigting each of the existing
pilots as well as the Groundwork USA nationd office;

2) Edablishing additiona pilots around the country as EPA funding permits, and

3) Linking brownfields pilot activities with NPS activities (assistance through RTCA and FLP) to
create more attractive and sustainable communities.
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U.S. Department of Justice

Background

The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) was established in 1870. Today, its diverse responshilitiesinclude a
focus on legd issues, drug enforcement, prison operations, and justice programs. DOJ s Office of Justice
Programs (OJP) assigts state and local governments with law enforcement and community policing. Within
OJP, the Executive Office for Weed and Seed (EOWS) oversees the DOJ Weed and Seed program.

Operation Weed and Seed is a strategy that “weeds out” violent crime, gang activity, drug use, and drug
trafficking in targeted neighborhoods and then “ seeds’ the target area by restoring these neighborhoods
through socid and economic revitaization. The Weed and Seed strategy recognizes the importance of
linking federd, state, and local law enforcement efforts with socia services, the private sector, and commu-
nity efforts to maximize the impact of existing programs and resources. The Weed and Seed program has
four dements: law enforcement; community policing; prevention, intervention, and trestment; and neighbor-
hood restoration. Law enforcement activities congtitute the “weed” portion of the program. Revitdization,
which includes prevention, intervention, and trestment services and nelghborhood restoration, congtitutes the
“seed” dement. Community policing is the bridge that links the Weed and Seed dements.

Additiond information can be found at: http://Awww.usdoj.gov, or at http://Aww.ojp.usdoj.gov/eows

Partnership Role

DQOJincorporates its Weed and Seed program into Brownfields Filots by offering up to $50,000 in flexible
funding for use in brownfields activities at the discretion of Stes. This funding fals within the norma sSte
funding amount described above.

Commitments

DOJ commitsto:
1) Continuing to represent the interests of dl federd partnersin litigation;
2) Advisng federd partners on legidative implementation;

3) Congdering revison of the Executive Office for Weed & Seed's Officid Recognition and/or grant
goplications to more strongly encourage brownfields redevel opment;

4) Using settlements and assets to assst with brownfields redevel opment;

5) Continuing to work with the federal partners on the Weed & Seed program and assisting with the use
of brownfields funds to clean up methamphetamine labs, and

6) Didributing information and providing guidance to U.S. Attorney’ s offices and to other partners on the
EPA’s Brownfields Program through website linkages, a Federa Resource Guide, and other appropriate
Venues.
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U.S. Department of Labor

Background

The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) was created by Congressin 1913 to foster, promote, and develop
the wefare of working people; to improve their working conditions; and to enhance their opportunities for
profitable employment. Initidly, DOL consisted of four bureaus transferred from the old Department of
Commerce and Labor: the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Bureau of Immigration, Bureau of Naturdization, and
Children’s Bureau. A conciliation service was added to mediate labor disputes. Over time, DOL’srole and
size changed according to the needs of workersin the ever changing economy. DOL is actively promoting
the Brownfields Program through its employment programs. Asa part of this effort, DOL isworking
through stakeholders of the Workforce Investment Act (WIA). The Workforce Investment Act crested a
national network of One-Stop Career Centersthat offer a host of federaly funded employment and training
sarvices. There are over 1,800 access points nationwide where individuals and businesses can access
sarvices. At One-Stop Career Centers, individuas can access high-qudity loca information on available
jobs, skill requirements, and training provider performance. The WIA provides for a continuum of three
levels of servicesthat individuals may progress through: core services, intensive services, and training, with
the more extengive levels of services being provided only after an individud is unable to obtain employment
with basic services.

Additiona information can be found at: http://Awww.doleta.gov

Partnership Role

DOL’srolein the Brownfieds Federd Partnership fals within the Department’ s existing misson to provide
job training and permanent job placement. DOL’s basic job and life skills training serves as a necessary
complement to other, more environmentally focused training programs designed to help assess and cleanup
brownfields. Together, these programs ensure that community residents most impacted by brownfields will
directly benefit from their redevelopment. Services at the nationa, state, and locdl leve dl cooperate to
promote the complementary missions of DOL and EPA.

Commitments

DOL commitsto:

1) Encouraging state and local Workforce Invessment Boards to consider using WIA training funds for
loca brownfields projects (awarding $11 billion in grants to be used for workforce devel opment);

2) Egablishing linksto EPA Brownfields websites on DOL websites,
3) Leveraging fundsfor training grants that may be used in brownfields communities,
4) Didributing training guidance to Workforce Investment Boards,

5) Signing aMemorandum of Understanding with EPA to continue and foster interagency cooperation;
and

6) Working with the Office of Apprenticeship to develop competency standards and skill set credential
certifications that will ensure training that is inditutionalized to meet industry specifications.
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U.S. Small Business Administration

Background

The U.S. Smdl Business Adminigration (SBA) is an independent federd agency, created by Congressin
1953 to assigt, counsd and champion the efforts of America s smdl busnesses. SBA’smisson isto provide
prospective, new, or established personsin the small business community with financid, procurement,
management, and technica assstance. In addition, specid emphasisis made to assst women, minorities,
the handicapped, and veterans get into and Stay in business. SBA’s programs are available to any business
that meets SBA sze standards; is afor-profit organization; and islocated in the United States or makes a
ggnificant contribution to the U.S. economy.

Partnership Role

SBA programs are avalable and relevant to smal businesses in brownfidds communities. Making SBA’s
Didtrict Offices and other resource partners aware of this brownfields partnership is an important SBA role.

Commitments

SBA commitsto:

1) Disseminding brownfields rdated information to SBA’s Didtrict Offices and to dl SBA technica
assistance providers, such as the Small Business Development Centers, Women's Business Centers,
and SCORE. Thiswill include information on:

. SBA Loan Policy: In December 1997, SBA revised its SOP to give digtrict offices greater
latitude in evauating the risk to collaterd property from environmenta contamination. This
revision provided guidance for field offices to determine whether the risk was manageable
50 that financia assstance could be provided. Previous SBA policy was more restrictive
and precluded mogt financia assstance if there was contamination at a collaterd dte;

. Tax Incentives. Under the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, certain environmenta clean-up
costs a targeted brownfields Stes may be fully deducted by the current owners of the
property in the year in which they areincurred. Thisis not atax credit, but it indirectly
reduces the tax burden by lowering taxable income;

. New Superfund liahility exemptions, based on the new Smdl Business Liahility Relief and
Brownfields Revitdization Act (PL 107-118); and

. The benefits of brownfields reuse and EPA Brownfields Program grant availability. A
recent study by George Washington University shows that encouraging brownfieds cleanup
and redevelopment removes pressures to develop greenspace. Every acre of brownfields
that is redeveloped saves 4.5 acres of greenfields. Thisis because greenfield land use
requirements include land-consuming provisions such as setback requirements, parking
requirements, lot coverage or dendity limitations, and minimum lot size.

37




U.S. Department of Transportation

Background

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), created in 1967, has a multifaceted misson. The Depart-
ment provides policy leadership and financid assistance to improve trangportation and foster economic
growth while ensuring safety and security and protecting the environment. Virtualy al DOT funds for
highways and most trangit funds are distributed on aformula basis to state and local transportation agencies.
State and regiona planning processes set the priorities for highway and trangit projects.

Severa DOT Adminigrations facilitate the Department’ s Brownfields Agenda. The Office of the Secretary
of Trangportation (OST) Policy Office leads DOT’ sintermoda brownfields working group. The Federa
Highway Adminigtration (FHWA) administers the Federd-Aid Highway Program, through which authorized
funds are available to states for digible trangportation projects. States are responsible for the planning,
programming, and sdection of projects that receive federd funds. The Federal Trangt Adminigiration
(FTA) providesfinancid assstance to locd and state government entities for the improvement of public
trangt sysems. FTA funds are dlocated by statutory formulas to the public agencies responsible for running
transt buses and urban rail sysems. The Federd Railroad Adminigration (FRA) is asafety regulatory
agency within DOT that oversees the nation’ s freight and passenger railroads (motive power, track, signdls,
equipment and operating practices). The Maritime Adminigiration (MARAD) promotes the devel opment
and maintenance of an adequate and well-balanced United States marine trangportation system. Neither
FRA nor MARAD provide funding.

Additiona information can be found at: http://mww.dot.gov

Partnership Role

DOT has actively participated in the interagency effort to promote the Brownfields Program, and is explor-
ing ways to address brownfields within the context of its transportation mission.

Commitments

DOT commitsto:

1) Encouraging communication and partnership links among transportation agencies, environmentd, Sate,
local, and private sector partners involved in brownfiel ds redevel opment;

2) Working with the federd partnersto foster communication on aregiona level among fidd Saff;

3) Sharing best practices and offering technica assistance and training to Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPOs), states, and local governments,

4) Expanding existing guidance on state and local transportation agency and MPO consideration of
community brownfields redevelopment in trangportation planning;

5) Conducting research on relationships between brownfields and transportation; and

6) ldentifying brownfields opportunitiesin and around ports, as well as opportunities to incorporate
intermodal transportation projects, such asferry terminas and inland facilities.
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